506
DR MO I NET ON HEART DISEASE IN THE AllMY.
[DEC.
on Diseases of the Heart among Soldiers, led lis to examine somewhat minutely the anatomy of the organs of circulation, in the hope of thereby satisfying ourselves as to the correctness of a theory which seemed to us to offer an explanation of these cases more reasonable than any we are acquainted with. In works on anatomy, the heart is described as being contained in a bag called the pericardium. Now, if we examine its connexions to this bag, we find that it is only attached and held in position at its upper extremity by the large bloodvessels and the reflexion of the pericardium ; so that the heart is always more or less suspended by these attachments in the pericardium when the body is in any position but the recumbent. Considering these many advantages that would be gained by adopting this method, we think it is an innovation which would more than amply repay its introduction, by rendering the men a stronger body, more able to undergo any prolonged exertion, and giving to the officers a better body of men to command.
